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Introduction by Cllr Keith Moffitt
Leader of Camden Liberal Democrats

April 2006

The elections on 4 May 2006 give the people of Camden a chance to make
a real change.

In recent months, a constant theme in my discussions with Camden residents has been how much
they appreciate the respect the Liberal Democrats show for the individual citizens of Camden. We
constantly hear that they want to be treated as individuals, and feel that Camden Labour has taken
them for granted for far too long.

This manifesto spells out the many ways we intend to make respect for the individual citizen a reality.
Respect for the individual will go hand in hand with respect for the environment, both here locally in
Camden and globally. We pledge to make Camden Council a leader in energy conservation, in
cutting carbon emissions and in innovative use of new sustainable technologies.

A Liberal Democrat Camden Council will give a fresh impetus to consultation, participation and
democracy, words that are at present viewed with great cynicism by the people of Camden.

With the introduction of Local Decision Forums, local residents - including those from black and
minority ethnic communities and people with disabilities  - will have a genuine opportunity to take part
in making decisions about their area, particularly about environmental changes such as those
affecting parks and green spaces and local traffic schemes. Similarly, we believe that consultation on
changes affecting the people of Camden should be open and not designed to come up with a
particular result, as so often seems to be the case at present.

Respect for our citizens will also extend to a new approach to parking enforcement, an area where
too many law-abiding citizens have told us they are fed up with being treated like criminals when they
make a minor error. We will end the punitive clamping regime and train parking attendants to act not
only as enforcers but also help car owners to park legally and avoid unnecessary fines.

By the same token, Council tenants who report faulty repairs should be trusted, not disbelieved;
leaseholders should no longer be given second class treatment and residents should be encouraged,
not treated as a nuisance, when they report breaches in planning and licensing.

The future of our children and young people is vital; we believe that there should be a good local
school in every community, and will initiate the building of at least one new secondary school.

We will work in partnership with the police to fight crime, using sanctions like ASBOs where
appropriate and using criminal prosecution for serious crime including drug dealing. We will press for
resources to be made available so that our streets can be made safe at night even after the Safer
Neighbourhood teams have finished at 10 p.m.

On health, the crisis at the Royal Free Hospital makes the new permanent ‘Healthwatch’ panel we
intend to set up all the more vital.

The Liberal Democrats believe that Council Tax, which places unfair burdens on elderly people and
the less well off, should be replaced by a fairer local income tax. Until a fairer system is introduced it
is important to offer best possible value for money within the existing system and minimise rises in
Council Tax. This would include a freeze in the Camden element of Council Tax in our first full year in
control (2007/8).

Camden’s Liberal Democrat councillors already have a reputation for their hard work in their wards
and for their community leadership skills. We look forward to working with you after 4 May to make
Camden a place that respects and involves its citizens.
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The environment - a key priority - less waste and pollution

Camden Liberal Democrats are committed to:
• Safeguarding the environment - locally and globally
• Respecting Camden’s green heritage

Safeguarding the environment - locally and globally

Camden Liberal Democrats believe that environmentally sound policies should guide all planning
and spending by the Council. Care for the global environment starts at home, and will bring
benefits for future generations. We pledge to make Camden Council a leader in energy
conservation, in cutting carbon emissions and in innovative use of new sustainable technologies.

We will:
• follow environmentally-friendly guidelines for all Council activities, including air and noise pollution

impact
• review existing waste recycling arrangements and make sure they are genuinely environmentally

sound
• introduce new recycling options for businesses, with guidance on cutting packaging and waste
• extend the energy efficiency audits offered to homes and businesses

Camden Liberal Democrats will follow guidelines and standards to ensure environmentally sound
operation across the full range of the Council’s activities – including its housing, its vehicle fleet, its
printing and procurement more generally. We will aim to expand the range of Camden services available
through ‘Environment Local’ offices and other offices located in various parts of the Borough in order to
minimise unnecessary journeys across the Borough.

We will review all current recycling arrangements. The new ‘co-mingled’ collections are particularly
inefficient in energy terms and involve considerable road transport to their ultimate destination. We would
therefore initiate environmental and energy efficiency audits to ensure the maximum net benefit to the
environment. Simply fulfilling central government targets for tonnage collected is not enough.

We will progressively extend recycling arrangements to a wider range of materials, including an
experimental kitchen waste project. We will also work together with businesses on new recycling options,
with guidance on cutting packaging and waste. We will also discuss improved recycling arrangements
with our local hospitals.

We will review heat and waste arrangements for all council accommodation, upgrading heating plant
wherever this is possible in the ‘Decent Homes’ programme, and ensuring all Council tenants have easy
access to recycling.

We will encourage building proposals that minimise environmental impact and welcome innovative
schemes which meet the highest environmental standards, including energy efficiency, renewable energy,
and rainwater use. This will be particularly important for major new developments such as King’s Cross
where we believe the environmental targets set are not sufficiently ambitious.

We will ensure students have information about local recycling points, and that student blocks can access
recycling.

We will encourage learning about the environment and environmentally friendly living as part of the
‘Extended Schools’ programme.

Respecting Camden’s green heritage

Camden Liberal Democrats will preserve and enhance the Borough’s trees, parks, gardens and
other open spaces
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We will:
• earmark funds to look after all our trees, establishing a common inspection and maintenance

programme
• prevent removal of trees unless dangerous, and if so replant immediately
• collaborate with local residents on arrangements to care for and manage parks and gardens

locally
• work with other providers to maximise access to good outdoor facilities (such as  canalside areas)
• consult school councils on local parks, and play areas in parks and on estates

Camden Liberal Democrats place great value on the importance of parks and open spaces, from Kilburn
Grange park to Lincoln’s Inn Fields. The importance of these green lungs is particularly great in the
context of a densely built inner-city setting.

We will continue constructive dialogue with the Corporation of London to ensure that Hampstead Heath is
managed in a way that ensures that local user groups are fully consulted and listened to when changes to
the facilities they value are being considered.

Our new ‘Local Decision Forums’ will discuss and advise on local parks, trees and open spaces, and we
will encourage local residents to plant trees and revitalise gardens to improve their own estates and their
environment.

More police on the streets, more effective use of ASBOs and other
measures to boost community safety

Camden Liberal Democrats are committed to:
• Working with the police to make our communities safer
• Appropriate use of ASBOs

Working with the police to make our communities safer

Camden Liberal Democrats believe we should all have the right to feel safe in our daily lives - and
to be confident that anti-social behaviour and criminal activity will be tackled wherever they occur.

We will:
• fight for adequate ‘Safer Neighbourhood’ support throughout Camden
• press for police resources to be available locally beyond the standard ‘Safer Neighbourhood’ cut-

off at 10 p.m.
• work to retain our local police stations across Camden
• ‘design out crime’ by better planning and by improving street and estate lighting
• support Camden’s Safer Neighbourhood Panels, which should be properly resourced to facilitate

their role on behalf of the community

A Liberal Democrat Council will at all times aim to reduce crime and anti-social behaviour, working with
the public and the Metropolitan Police to do all we can to make Camden a safer, more law-abiding place
to live and work.

We will ask for resources to be made available so that our streets can be made safe at night even after
the Safer Neighbourhood teams have finished at 10 p.m.

We will campaign to retain local police stations in Camden, to provide help for residents and to support
effective policing, in consultation with the Safer Neighbourhood Panels.

While we fully support Safer Neighbourhood policing, it should not be introduced simply by reducing
sector and serious crime teams.
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We will use the Council’s powers to ‘design out crime’ - working in conjunction with the police - by
improving lighting on our estates and on our streets, and by responding to residents’ fears about danger
spots due to poor design.

Appropriate use of ASBOs and other measures

Camden Liberal Democrats will use targeted ASBOs where appropriate, but will seek full
prosecutions where genuine crime has been committed

We will:
• address genuine anti-social behaviour with ASBOs
• use all opportunities to educate young people away from crime
• encourage the police to prosecute serious crimes like drug-dealing and knife crime and seek custodial

sentences

A Liberal Democrat Council will aim to secure penalties or other sanctions appropriate to the bad
behaviour or crime concerned – the ASBO should not be regarded as a ‘miracle cure’ effective for all
crimes.

We will work with schools and with voluntary groups, to promote understanding of the consequences of
crime amongst young people.

We will use ASBOs to tackle genuine anti-social behaviour – or use the ‘ASBO+ ’, which includes
requirements to tackle and change the offender’s behaviour. In addition we will use ‘Acceptable Behaviour
Contracts’ where local community involvement is relevant. Camden Liberal Democrats believe strongly
that ASBOs must be used with care as the community penalty ‘of last resort’, where other community
options have failed – and not used inappropriately, for instance for those with learning difficulties.  Where
serious crime such as drug-dealing or knife crime has occurred, we will encourage the police to prosecute
and seek custodial sentences – rather than using an ASBO, which can allow criminals to stay free to
offend, moving their crime from one area to another.

We will be realistic about the effectiveness of the ASBO – with its current 50% failure rate - and instigate
an ASBO Effectiveness Review for Camden. This would assess the effectiveness of the ASBO, the
ASBO+, and the Acceptable Behaviour Contract in addressing offending, in comparison with alternative
preventive and rehabilitative measures for young people and for vulnerable people.

Extra nursery and school places, more youth facilities

Camden Liberal Democrats are committed to:
• The best start for very young children
• A good local school in every community
• New opportunities and support for young people out of school

The best start for very young children

Camden Liberal Democrats believe in offering safe care and development opportunities for all
young children

We will:
• offer a full range of nursery provision in local schools and children’s centres
• aim to make it possible for children to attend a nursery school within walking distance of their

home
• press for small groups and classes led by professional staff, working closely with parents
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A Liberal Democrat Council will place ‘early years’ development alongside education as an important
priority, aiming for safe and stimulating experiences which help all children develop positively together.

We will promote a parent-friendly, child-centred approach to childcare, throughout the transition from the
popular Sure Start scheme to the Government’s new Children’s Centre initiative.

We will ensure staff and providers collaborate to deliver a smooth progression from nursery to foundation
stage classes.

We will aim to give families the choice of a nursery school within walking distance of their home, where
possible without the need to cross major roads.

A good local school in every community

Camden Liberal Democrats will fight for the best local schools in London - so that our local
children get the education they deserve and their parents have the right to expect.

We will:
• initiate the building of at least one new secondary school, to high environment-friendly standards
• ensure enough school places, so Camden’s parents get the education they want for their children
• aim to protect pupils from possible cuts under the Government’s new ‘Dedicated Schools Grant’

system
• insist on healthy food in schools, using local suppliers and fresh ingredients

Education is a top priority and we will fight to ensure continued growth in central government funding for
Camden’s schools, and oppose central government proposals to cut Camden schools funding (which
could result from the new ‘Dedicated Schools Grant’ system). We will seek extra funding if necessary to
maintain standards.

We will support schools that ‘opt out’ of Borough-wide catering contracts to use smaller-scale local
suppliers, and find ways to support the costs of improved catering even if the Labour Government breaks
their promises to do so.

While pressure on government has now secured the right for local authorities to propose new community
schools, our view is that funding will still be insufficient. We will therefore actively seek public sector
sponsors such the University of London so we can unlock the Labour Government’s ‘academy’ school
funding to build new schools that benefit local children fairly and equally.

We will maximise benefit from the new ‘Extended Schools’ initiative, so that pupils develop mutual
understanding and tolerance, and learn positive attitudes in relation to recycling, good diet, crime, drugs
and other issues.

New opportunities and support for young people out of school

Camden Liberal Democrats will work closely with young people and young people’s groups to
develop the opportunities and activities that they want – in the right places, and at the right times

We will:
• promote new openings for young people to voice their ideas and express their energy, by joining in

local activities and decision-making
• create a Young People’s Council, and a Young People’s Mayor - so young people can discuss

their needs, and work with us and their peers on how to meet them
• ensure affordable young people’s sport and leisure rates at Council facilities
• review Council provision for young people, and promote accessible advice and support on

bullying, on drugs and crime, and on training and careers



Camden Liberal Democrats May 2006 Manifesto Page 8

A Liberal Democrat Council will respect young people’s views and cultures, and work with them to
encourage positive involvement from as many young people as possible.

We will work with the ‘Extended Schools’ initiative, and with local and national young people’s groups, to
maximise the resources and expertise available for Camden’s young people, including access to advice
on drugs, health and sexual issues. We will ensure a real partnership between police and Youth Services.

We will review existing young people’s provision across Camden, and work with existing ‘hub’ services
and other providers to develop more local facilities – including sports and clubs - where they are needed.

We will consult with young people about initiatives such as a Young People’s Council and a Young
People’s Mayor, and a dedicated young people’s website promoting what we offer our young people, and
providing access to online information and advice.

Local democracy - opening up the Council

Camden Liberal Democrats are committed to:
• Working with you at a local level
• Opening up the Council

Working with you at a local level

Camden Liberal Democrats will work with local residents to make the best decisions to meet the
community’s needs

We will:
• offer genuine consultation and choice
• implement a system of ‘Local Decision Forums’ throughout Camden, for local people to meet in

order to discuss and decide local spending priorities
• devolve decision-making on local issues to ward councillors working closely with the Forums
• provide advice and training for community leaders involved in the Forums and other community

groups, to ensure their views are heard

For Camden Liberal Democrats this is a central aim: we promise to work with you, ask you what you want,
and genuinely listen to what you say.

We will not just tell you what you are going to get, or pretend to consult you by limiting the choices we ask
you about. We will ensure that important consultations have sufficient time to allow for considered
response and we will not start consultation in holiday periods.

We will devolve local decision-making to local ward councillors working with residents in ‘Local Decision
Forums’ to tackle local issues - powers over management of local parks, playgrounds and open spaces,
and budgets for local community safety and environmental projects.

We will work to establish forums which are genuinely representative of their local communities, taking
particular care to include hard-to-reach groups.

Opening up the Council

We recognise that the public have felt completely excluded from Camden’s new decision-making
process. For four years, these have only involved 10 Labour councillors subject to patchy scrutiny
arrangements, or decisions by unelected officers.

We will:
• establish three new permanent ‘scrutiny panels’, as more effective watchdogs on Council
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spending and performance
• establish a permanent ‘Healthwatch’ scrutiny panel
• reintroduce public question time
• consider setting up advisory groups for each Executive Member

We will introduce three new permanent ‘scrutiny panels’ to monitor the three main service departments -
Children, Schools and Families; Culture and Environment; and Housing and Adult Social Care. We
believe this will be more effective than the present ad hoc system of temporary panels, and enable
backbench councillors to play a fuller role. We will keep the existing ‘Overview and Scrutiny Commission’
for scrutiny of issues that cut across departments and the performance of the central departments.

Additionally we will introduce a new permanent ‘Healthwatch’ scrutiny panel and encourage full
participation by the public in its work.

We will explore the benefits of a cross-party advisory group for each Executive Member, meeting in
public, to bring into play the views of a wider number of councillors.

We will ensure there are sufficient resources to support the Council’s important scrutiny function, and we
will reintroduce the public question time scrapped by the Labour Council.

Protecting services and keeping costs down

Camden Liberal Democrats will make it a top priority to get you the maximum
value from Council resources

We will:
• freeze the Camden element of Council Tax for our first year in control (2007/8)
• aim to keep rises in Camden’s element of the Council Tax in each successive year below the rate

of inflation
• review Labour’s hidden reserves, releasing money held in reserve unnecessarily, so to ensure all

Council funds are working hard to deliver your services
• limit further restructuring of Council management unless savings can be guaranteed
• cut down on the use of costly outside consultants
• pursue internal efficiency savings, with a reward system for any staff or public suggestions that

genuinely save money and contribute to environmental protection

The Liberal Democrats believe that Council Tax, which places unfair burdens on the pensioners and the
less well off, should be replaced by a fairer local income tax. Until a fairer system is introduced it is
important to offer best possible value for money within the existing system and minimise rises in Council
Tax.

In our first year in office we will freeze the Council’s share of the Council Tax rate, keeping any rises
below inflation over our first four years - provided central government support continues as promised.

We will conduct a stringent review of the Council’s massive reserves to ensure that funding is only kept in
reserve if it has to be there and to free up money for the Council tax payers’ benefit where this is possible.

We will find out what happened to the £1 million due to be saved by Labour’s Council restructuring.

We will protect and enhance front-line staff, saving on back office functions, bureaucracy and excessive
management, and cut back on the employment of outside consultants.

A Liberal Democrat Council will consistently aim to provide the best public services with the funds
available, prioritising efficient, targeted delivery, and ensuring your taxes work as hard as possible for the
maximum community benefit.
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Quality housing and support for tenants and leaseholders

Camden Liberal Democrats are committed to:
• Improving the quality of our council housing
• Providing better services to tenants and leaseholders alike
• Protecting tenants in the private rented sector

Camden Liberal Democrats will maintain and improve council housing provision for existing
tenants and leaseholders, and, where possible, for new residents and private sector tenants in
need of housing help.

We will:
• fight for modernisation funding to get Camden’s existing housing to the ‘Decent Homes Standard’

significantly before Labour’s 2033 target
• review contractors’ performance and supervision arrangements for repairs and maintenance
• introduce an improved ‘points system’ for allocating housing, and better repair and advice support
• cut waiting lists and offer more social housing options by stimulating building on empty ‘brownfield

sites’ to modern environmentally-friendly standards
• provide a high standard of service to leaseholders
• continue efforts to improve conditions in the private rented sector with action against unscrupulous

and neglectful private landlords

A Liberal Democrat Council will embrace its responsibilities to provide quality housing, and seek the best
solutions for those who need help with their housing. Too many of Camden’s estates are still showing
signs of neglect and poor management.

We will insist on an improved standard of repairs, penalising contractors and sub-contractors who do not
perform to standard. We will move towards an enhanced level of monitoring by Council officers of repair
and maintenance work. The present system all too often dismisses or ignores the legitimate complaints of
tenants and leaseholders.

We will combat the stress of being held on waiting lists, or in temporary or inappropriate housing, by an
improved points system with increased points for those kept waiting. We will ensure that vulnerable
residents who need help receive personal support, for instance with housing bids, including assistance
from multi-lingual staff and greater flexibility over the hours during which advice is available.

We will provide more realistic advice and support for those who are in inappropriate accommodation, or
who are unlikely ever to qualify for housing. To increase the supply of new vacancies within existing stock
we will explore additional help for those who might wish to downsize or move away, including more
assistance with removals for those daunted by relocation.

We believe that Camden’s leaseholders have been poorly treated by the Council in the past.
Communication should be improved, and better support for leaseholders who need to deal with the
Council over major repair schemes is necessary. Leaseholders should be given the choice to opt out of
aspects of comprehensive repair schemes where non-essential works are included.

We support an active role for tenants’ associations, providing basic funding and training support for
committees and co-ordinators.

We back tenants’ rejection of the Labour Government’s imposition of a limited range of options for future
housing management, notably the ALMO. We fully support the ‘fourth option’ whereby the Council itself
can invest in and continue to manage our housing. We would not rule out judicial review as a last resort if
the Government maintains its decision to withhold the money to which our tenants are entitled.
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Opportunities for all - working in partnership

Camden Liberal Democrats are committed to:
• Creating opportunities for all our residents
• Working closely with the voluntary sector
• Working in partnership with business in Camden

Creating opportunities for all our residents

Camden Liberal Democrats will work with Camden’s different communities and cultural groups to
support their traditions and their mutual understanding. We aim to ensure that everyone in
Camden shall be able to participate fully in education, employment and leisure opportunities.

We will:
• promote mutual understanding and help communities to work together through ‘Extended School’,

‘Neighbourhood Renewal’ and Council-funded projects
• support multi-faith forums
• act as an exemplary employer in relation to disadvantaged or minority groups
• work to ensure that other organisations in addition to the Council treat every person equally

regardless of gender, race, age, belief, disability or sexuality
• improve disabled access across the Borough, including the Council’s own buildings
• support the new Camden Plus Credit Union
• promote Camden’s libraries as a key resource for all sections of the community, making sure they

are open at times when people need them

One of the most exciting things about Camden is the diversity and variety of its residents. People are
linked together in many ways, ranging from neighbourhood and tenant associations to cultural or religious
communities. Our aim is to support Camden’s diverse groups - not control them. We want to support all
these communities and help them work together.

Camden Liberal Democrats believe fundamentally in the importance of both individual cultures and of
mutual tolerance and understanding. We will use ‘Early Years’, ‘Extended School’ and other educational
opportunities to promote knowledge of Camden’s different cultures.

A Liberal Democrat Council will draw together the many Government, Council and private-funded
regeneration schemes under a combined programme that ensures best practice is developed, and that
the whole Borough benefits from the wide range and quantity of schemes now in place.

We will give full support to the Camden Plus Credit Union, which will allow residents to save together and
provide low interest loans for people who need them, helping to tackle poverty and provide residents with
a route out of the debt trap.

Working closely with the voluntary sector

We will work with voluntary sector groups to build community capacity and bring people together
to facilitate mutual understanding and to encourage opportunities for other cultural activities.

We will:
• work within the Compact for Camden to build a stronger framework of confidence with community

groups who have suffered from financial insecurity and uncertainty about their premises in recent
years

• develop local time banks which encourage mutual volunteering and help reinforce communities
• support and encourage Good Neighbour schemes across the Borough
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• support local festivals and cultural events to reach all sections of the community
• provide greater opportunity for those who volunteer to acquire new skills

Every year, thousands of Camden people give of their time to make a massive contribution to both the
community and the economy of the Borough as volunteers. We want our extraordinarily large and diverse
range of voluntary organisations in Camden to thrive and continue to contribute to Camden life.  The
Liberal Democrats do not believe that there should be a culture of dependency on the Council by the
voluntary sector, but that it should work with the Council in a dynamic partnership.

Many voluntary groups, particularly the smaller ones, struggle to manage and maintain affordable
premises. Voluntary Action Camden has recognised that this problem is particularly acute amongst local
Black and Minority Ethnic (BME) and disability groups. We will develop a comprehensive premises
strategy for voluntary and community groups.

We will promote volunteering as a way of encouraging ever more people to participate in public life in
Camden and to promote closer links between all sections of our community. We want to provide more
opportunities for people to volunteer to gain new skills for work and for older people to share their wealth
of experience with others, while offering new opportunities for young people to volunteer their time.

Working in partnership with business in Camden

Employment and business are closely linked with urban development and regeneration which in
turn bring greater prosperity and well-being and other benefits to the community.

We will:
• work more closely with the local business community for their benefit and that of local residents
• establish local business forums across the Borough
• help to increase local training for relevant skills and job opportunities
• provide encouragement and support for small businesses including those who aim to become self-

employed

Local businesses lost the direct links they had with the Borough with the imposition of the current
Business Rate system. Within the limitations of the system Camden Liberal Democrats aim to make all
our businesses (not just our major partners in the Strategic Partnership) believe in their value to the
Borough. We will listen to their concerns, involve them in our Local Decision Forums and help them set up
local Business Forums. We will encourage them to play their part in increasing training and local job
opportunities and in improving the local environment.

Safe and clean pavements, better roads and public transport – and
fairer parking

Camden Liberal Democrats are committed to:
• Safe and clean pavements and well maintained roads across the

Borough
• A fair deal on parking
• Public transport that meets local needs

Safe and clean pavements and well maintained roads across the Borough

Camden Liberal Democrats will make walking, cycling, driving around Camden safer and more
enjoyable

We will:
• maintain high standards of pavement cleaning and ‘graffiti-busting’
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• plant more trees along our streets to contribute to the urban ecology
• promote initiatives to reduce excess speeds on main roads and on residential streets
• insist on basic road and pavement maintenance as a high priority, with more effective Council

supervision of contractors
• work closely with pedestrians, cyclists, and other road users before starting costly improvements
• re-open the recently closed public toilets in West Hampstead and Highgate

A Liberal Democrat Council will require Council departments to work together to ensure a safe, attractive
environment on our pavements and streets for all our residents and visitors, including children, the elderly,
and the disabled.

We will take care of the visual appearance of our streets and of air quality. We will promote improvements
including more trees, better facilities for people with disabilities, and enhanced cycle routes and cycle
parking. We will strive to ensure that these improvements are not carried out piecemeal but as part of an
integrated approach.

We will encourage training for council officers and contractors to promote their understanding of the
different needs of the elderly, disabled residents and children as pedestrians, cyclists, and others using
the streets.

We will make it easier for Camden residents to report local pavement and road maintenance problems
and ensure a quick response.

We believe that Camden Council has failed to recognise the vital importance of basic on-street municipal
facilities such as public toilets, and will re-open the recently closed public toilets in West Hampstead and
Highgate.

A fair deal on parking

Camden Liberal Democrats will introduce a parking control system that treats Camden’s vehicle
users with respect, rather than as a source of finance

We will:
• introduce free or discounted visitor parking permits for the disabled and elderly, and discounted

residents’ permits for environmentally-friendly vehicles
• end clamping completely – and only carry out vehicle removal if the car is dangerously parked or

abandoned, or a persistent problem
• increase specified discretion for minor parking infringements
• work with and train parking wardens so they become parking advisers as well as parking enforcers
• bring forward the promised review of school drop-off permits to report by September 2006, with

special attention for nursery-age children

A Liberal Democrat Council will introduce a new deal on parking in Camden, expecting car-users to pay
their way for the facilities they use, but at the same time requiring parking services to make parking in
Camden a fairer and less stressful experience.

We will ensure all parking staff are trained in customer care and are knowledgeable about local parking
rules and alternatives.

We will agree specified discretion rules for residents fined due to bay suspension while on holiday, and for
minor infringements by Camden permit holders.

We will review the boundaries of the existing Controlled Parking Zones and will listen carefully to any
suggestions for changes made by local residents.
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We will review the number of pay and display spaces in local shopping centres to support local shops,
and increase pay and display spaces near to Environment Local offices where car-users go to pay for
permits.

We will bring forwards the promised review of the issue of school drop off permits to report by September
2006. We undertake to consider special arrangement for nursery schools including increased use of
shared use bays.

Public transport that meets local needs

Camden Liberal Democrats will fight for better public transport to benefit everyone living in,
visiting, or working in Camden – and to reduce pollution and congestion

We will:
• fight for a more efficient, more reliable Northern Line
• campaign with the local community for a modern Camden Town tube station, with improved

access - and without destroying the heart of Camden Town
• press for a refurbishment of the North London Line throughout Camden, with particular attention to

safety standards at stations
• fight for new stations at Primrose Hill and Maiden Lane
• promote consultation with residents on new bus routes to ensure better travel across and within

Camden
• require Council vehicles to switch to environmentally-friendly systems as soon as practicable

A Liberal Democrat Council will work for public transport across Camden which is more efficient and
enjoyable for all transport users, including the elderly, disabled people and those with children.

We will press for bus, tube, and rail providers to develop integrated solutions and marketing to meet
passengers’ needs. At Camden Town when the tube station is rebuilt this must result in the best possible
interchange with local bus travel.

We will press for a refurbishment of the North London Line throughout Camden, with particular attention
to safety standards at stations. We will continue our campaign for Hampstead Heath station to be
included in Zone 2, and fight for the re-opening of Primrose Hill Station. We will campaign for a new
station at Maiden Lane to link with the King’s Cross development.

We will work to reduce environmental damage by promoting the use of public transport within the
Borough.

The changing face of Camden

Camden Liberal Democrats are committed to
• Seeking genuine benefits for the Borough from major developments
• Looking after Camden’s own buildings and its architectural heritage
• Involving residents more fully in decisions about planning and

licensing

Seeking genuine benefits for the Borough from major developments

Whilst there are few opportunities left in Camden for major developments, those that remain, such
as the King’s Cross railway lands, the West Hampstead interchange area and the Camden Town
tube site, are important opportunities for the Borough to gain maximum benefits for its residents.
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Camden Liberal Democrats will:

• put the long-term interests of the local community ahead of financially-motivated property
developers

• fight to ensure that all new major developments meet the highest environmental standards
• prioritise proposals for new family housing and key workers’ homes
• insist that the King’s Cross developers are held to their promises and are pressed for more

extensive benefits
• ensure that the West Hampstead interchange area and the Camden Town tube redevelopment

are treated primarily as transport and community improvements and not as a golden egg for
developers

• safeguard community facilities and green open spaces from property development

We will encourage building proposals that minimise environmental impact and welcome innovative
schemes which meet the highest environmental standards, including energy efficiency, renewable energy,
and reuse of rainwater. This will be particularly important for major new developments such as King’s
Cross where we believe the environmental targets agreed to date are not sufficiently ambitious.

There have been too many private property development led schemes in recent years which have not
achieved the Borough’s social housing targets and many of which have been of limited benefit to local
residents. In all future developments we will prioritise proposals for new family housing (with particular
attention to the provision of larger units) and aim to ensure targets for social and key-worker housing
whilst safeguarding and improving community facilities and open spaces.

Looking after Camden’s own buildings and its architectural heritage

Camden is rich in its architectural heritage and the variety of the buildings owned by the Council.
Too often, these buildings are neglected, underused or regarded as a source of capital receipts.

We will:
• protect the Council’s own landmark buildings
• make better use of the buildings the Council owns

Camden Liberal Democrats will be proactive in protecting the built environment especially when it is the
owner of important buildings. The Council should protect its own buildings as vigorously as it tries to
protect landmark buildings owned by others. It should resist the temptation to sell buildings to bolster the
Council’s capital receipts.

We will also ensure that the Council makes better use of its own commercial buildings. Too many are
lying unused and uncared for and can often be eyesores due to graffiti and their unkempt condition.

Involving residents more fully in decisions about planning and licensing

Camden Liberal Democrats believe that residents should be able to play the fullest possible part
in the shaping of their neighbourhood through the planning and licensing systems.

We will:
• improve consultation on planning and licensing applications
• involve local people and Conservation Area Committees more closely as the Council’s partners in

planning enforcement, with extra training and information
• provide for better consultation on mobile phone mast applications and work for changes in the law

Camden Liberal Democrats will work with the local community to agree local developments and licensing
changes, drawing on advice and help from local residents to supplement the Council’s own staff and
resources.
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We will recognise and support the important role of Conservation Area Committees, providing regular
face-to-face briefings and involving them in our ‘Local Decision Forums’. We believe that Conservation
Area Committees have a vital role to play in protecting Camden’s architectural heritage, and their advice
should be given greater weight.

We will improve consultation on licensing and planning applications in a variety of ways, including using
plain English in notifications and making Camden’s website more user-friendly, by improving public online
access to planning and licensing applications and conditions.
The public are concerned at the inadequacy of Camden’s planning enforcement regime and we will revisit
the recommendations of the Planning, Licensing and Noise Enforcement scrutiny panel, particularly those
on work of the planning enforcement team.

We recognise that there is considerable concern amongst the public about the potential health risk of
mobile phone masts, and believe there should be wide consultation on proposals for such masts to be
erected in residential areas and near schools. We will work with other local authorities for changes in
planning law in this area.

Improved sports and leisure facilities

Camden Liberal Democrats are committed to:
• Excellent and affordable local sports and leisure facilities
• Support for libraries, the arts and tourism

Excellent and affordable local sports and leisure facilities

Camden Liberal Democrats will nurture and expand quality sports and leisure provision across
Camden

We will:
• keep Kentish Town Baths open with a programme of refurbishment based around the existing two

large pools and seeking to keep the learners’ pool
• explore options for increasing sport and leisure provision in all parts of Camden
• promote existing sport and leisure opportunities to Camden residents
• take advantage of the run-up to the 2012 Olympics to encourage greater participation in sports by

Camden residents

Camden Liberal Democrats will prioritise affordable and accessible sport and leisure facilities for all
sections of the community. Residents should not have to invest in expensive year-round packages in
order to use basic facilities such as swimming pools.

We will work with schools to promote residents’ access to school facilities ‘out of hours’, and will
investigate new-build options.

We will develop Council information systems to provide online advice and guidance about getting involved
in sport and locating sports groups and facilities.

We will aim to maximise the benefits to the Borough of the 2012 London Olympic Games.

We believe that our sports and leisure policy should be fully responsive. Our Local Decision Forums will
provide an opportunity for local residents and communities to participate in ensuring that their needs are
met.
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Support for libraries, the arts and tourism

The Borough of Camden is host to a huge variety of entertainment and arts provision, tourist
venues, ranging from the British Museum through Camden Lock to the British Library. Camden’s
own libraries, some of which were under threat in the recent past, are a much-valued cultural
asset.

We will:
• support a comprehensive Camden library service, extend opening hours and provide facilities for

different age and cultural groups wherever possible
• promote Camden’s libraries as a key resource for all sections of the community, supporting the

Book Fund and working closely with library user groups
• support cultural events including festivals, visiting performers and community groups to reach all

sections of the community
• continue support for the high quality arts venues which bring much needed visitors and tourists to

the Borough

We believe that the arts have a valuable part to play in the general well-being of the community, through
education and participation and celebrating Camden’s valuable and diverse heritage and cultures.

Tourism has become an important factor in recent years - bringing visitors and resources into the
Borough. We will continue to encourage this by making Camden a place people are happy to visit.

Better healthcare and better help for our vulnerable residents

Camden Liberal Democrats are committed to:
• Working in partnership for better healthcare for Camden residents
• A new permanent ‘Healthwatch’ scrutiny panel
• Quality support for those who need it

Working for better healthcare for Camden residents

A Liberal Democrat Council will promote effective, individualised health and aftercare services
with key partners

We will:
• champion your needs for excellent hospital and healthcare services, through the Local Strategic

Partnership and local Primary Care Trust
• develop a new Community Health Strategy to include new preventive services such as heart

disease screening programmes

A Liberal Democrat Council will be committed to securing the best health care for you, and will work to
ensure health providers deliver the best services when you need them.

We will work for primary care that meets the needs of local people by working with doctors, dentists,
pharmacists and the local Primary Care Trust through the forthcoming period of change and beyond.

We will aim to ensure that every resident has access to a GP and a dentist and is registered with a GP,
and encourage the provision of health facilities in all new major developments.

We will address the issue of Camden as ‘the sick man of London’ and explore how new preventive
initiatives, and Council services such as housing, support for the vulnerable, sport and education, can
help make Camden healthier.
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We will encourage our hospitals to join the ‘Sustainable Hospitals’ initiative at the earliest opportunity,
promoting healthier hospital food and more environmentally friendly hospitals.

A new permanent ‘Healthwatch’ scrutiny panel

Camden Liberal Democrats will

• monitor Camden residents’ experiences and health providers’ performance through a new Health
Scrutiny Panel  (‘Healthwatch’)

• give you opportunities to let us know your views through surveys and health forums, so we can
press for the services that meet your needs.

• work with patient representative groups and voluntary bodies, including BME and disability groups,
to ensure that all patients’ voices are heard

The new ‘Healthwatch’ panel will be a policy and action forum that will involve members of the public
more closely. We will aim to make ‘Healthwatch’ a particularly open and accessible forum for all sections
of Camden’s diverse community.

Quality support for those who need it

Camden Liberal Democrats will ensure ongoing care and support for vulnerable residents such as
the elderly, those living on their own and those who have recently left hospital

We will:
• involve responsible voluntary groups who can deliver local support reliably
• ensure that there is adequate provision of aftercare and support for patients who are mentally ill
• aim to reinstate a system of personal visits for the elderly and vulnerable
• take a fresh look at the application of the ‘Fair Access to Care’ criteria
• enhance mental health services to include a new care model and a crisis house for those at risk
• aim to provide extra sheltered accommodation for the elderly

A Liberal Democrat Council will care about Camden’s vulnerable residents, seeking to meet their
individual needs to support their independence and quality of life. We believe that in partnership with
competent voluntary sector groups, regular visits to potential future clients for care should be organised.
Visiting those living alone is especially important so that, when intervention and assessment for support is
necessary, it is timely.

We will take a fresh look at the ‘Fair Access to Care’ criteria for vulnerable residents and the implications
for those in the ‘moderate’ band. We will ensure there is a straightforward method of appealing against
incorrect assessments, with support from advocates and interpreters as necessary.

We will continue to support the introduction of a ‘recovery’ model of care to help residents through mental
illness, delivered using a system of ‘support’, ‘time’ and ‘recovery’ workers.

We recognise that Camden’s elderly population is set to rise and the need to provide different types of
housing must be planned for. We will therefore consider designating suitable existing blocks as future
sheltered accommodation and plan for their conversion over time.
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